


A RREGIAL
ASECTION

What Makes 1t Magical?

Create magic among the flowers!
Interesting containers, whimsical
statuary and witty accents transform
ordinary into a garden of delight.

TUCK STATUARY, garden balls,

finials, birdcages and steppingstones
into flower beds.

ENCOURAGE VINES to cascade
from arches, pergolas or arbors.
String wires between tall posts or

columns to support climbing roses.

PERCH MULTICOLORED

BIRDHOUSES at various heights.

ADD THE GENTLE SOUND

of wind chimes or a fountain.

UNDERPLANT URNS with

flowering groundcovers.

USE CHAIRS and benches to
create intimate corners.

CREATE CANOPIES with
tall shrubs.

As her children grew up and were lured away from the yard by
organized school sports activities, Christine slowly began to test
her gardening skills. “I started out with little patches here and
there, and pensively tried different varieties of perennials mixed
with annuals,” she explains. “As I gained more experience and
discovered what grew well in our zone (USDA hardiness zone
6), I reclaimed more of the yard. I found that I loved the physi-
cal work along with the creative part of designing plantings that
bloom with season-long color.”

Digging In

By talking to a neighbor whose garden she admired, trading
plants and reading up on garden design, Christine transformed
her yard into a field of dreams. Today, Christine tends about 16
distinct flowerbeds filled with whimsical urns, statuary, bird-
houses, and vintage garden furniture, as well as flowers.

“I don't like to see bare spots in the beds so I continually
move things around, divide perennials and fill in with bushes
and small trees that bloom. The piéce de résistance: a sweet
little garden cottage. “The cottage has become the garden’s focal
point,” says Christine. “I change its exterior colors often, so it
looks a bit different every year.”

Composing Paradise

Romantic roses — old varieties, new hybrids and bush types that
bloom all season long — are mainstays of the garden. “Growers
have made it so much easier to grow roses, they are virtually
maintenance free,” notes Christine. Other easy care plants she
favors are peonies, lilacs, clematis and wisteria.

With a penchant for pastel blossoms, Christine’s landscape
blooms with astilbe, salvia, lavender, catand foxglove. “Nothing
quite compares to the satisfaction of seeing beauty unfold and
the pleasure it brings, she says. ®@

EDITOR’S NOTE: FOR ROMANTIC GARDEN FINDS,VISIT
CHRISTINE’S ONLINE SHOBWWW.TUTTICHIC.COM. FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON CHRISTINE'S GARDEN DESIGN SERVICES,
CONTACT MATTS LANDSCAPING, SEEKONK, MA, 508-226-1859.

ABOVE RIGHT: FROM THE
GROUND UP Artfully designed
to contrast the plantings, a brick
patio and mulched path are set
into the carefully manicured lawn.
A wicker chair planted with lan-
tana and a stone urn overflowing
with "Wave’ petunias, verbena
and geraniums bring color to new
heights. RIGHT: THAT’S COOL
Lucky guests — and grandchildren
- can enjoy an al fresco ice cream
sundae on the Glynn's umbrella-
shaded porch.

LEFT: GARDEN PARTY Tuck tiny
flower sprigs into napkins tied

with gauze ribbon.
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